Artists

Opening Reception
Wednesday, October 23, 6:30 — 9:00 p.m.
Distrito T-Mobile

Rafa Cancel

Cambio en Clave

Rafa Cancel's secret tool is social hacking; secret
because he redesigns regular human activities into
mind-transforming experiences without telling
participants the full story until the end. By then, they
realize their personal transformation has already begun.
He's most recently recognized as the founder of one of
the world's largest social dancing projects, Cambio en
Clave ("Change on Beat"). Rafa has turned regular
dancing lessons into a social integration movement of
over 50,000 students engaging with members of the
deaf, blind, HIV, autistic, Down Syndrome and other

marginalized communities.

Besides dancing, Rafa designs travel experiences partnering with innovative social
transformation projects throughout Latin America. Be it with Indigenous Mayan
communities in Guatemala, hospitals and art projects in Cuba, Indigenous groups in the
Peruvian Amazon, orphanages and dance academies in Colombia's vulnerable sectors,
state prisons, or marine turtle NGOs in El Salvador, participants return home inspired to
take action.

With a B.S. in environmental science, a master's degree in urban geography and a juris
doctor under his belt, Rafa's academic journey was impressive. But it was after law
school that he truly found his purpose—making a lasting social impact though the
transformative power of music and dance. If not dancing or flying, you'll find him at the
beach kitesurfing.



Culture and Community Sessions
Thursday, October 24, 2:30 — 5:00 p.m.

Bomba: Instrument of Resilience
Casa Bacardi, 200 PR-165, Cataho

Jesus Cepeda

Executive Director

Rafael Cepeda Cultural Folkloric Foundation, Inc.
Jesus M. Cepeda Brenes, a renowned folklorist and
folklorologist, is the son of the Patriarch of Bombay
Plena, Don Rafael Cepeda Atiles, and Dofia Caridad

| Brenes (R.I.P.). He is an expert in all aspects of this

' major art form within Puerto Rican folklore. Jesus has
distinguished himself as an educator both within and
outside of Puerto Rico, training expert musicians,
researchers, music students, and the general public. He
has delivered lectures at universities, high schools, and
elementary schools on the fundamentals of Bomba and

Plena.

His artistic education is deeply rooted in the traditions passed down from parents to
children and grandchildren over more than a century, creating a classic folklore within
the native musical line, with a particular emphasis on Puerto Rican Bomba and Plena.
Jesus was a member of the Ballet Folklérico de la Familia Cepeda, a group that serves
as a representative sample of Puerto Rican folklore, recreating the Bomba and Plena in
their performances without losing the authentic flavor of our grandparents' dances. His
work has transcended the borders of Puerto Rico, bringing his presentations to many
countries, including France, England, Italy, Spain, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Cuba
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. He has performed in numerous cities, universities and
venues across the United States, including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Central Park in
New York City, Tampa, Chicago, Connecticut and California.

Maestro Jesus Cepeda is the president of Fundacion Folclérica Cultural Rafael Cepeda,
Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated to educating future generations and preserving
the Rafael Cepeda House Museum. Watching Jesus Cepeda perform is an immersive
experience, delving into the legendary language of sound signs brought from Africa and
listening to the voices of ancient cultures brought to the Caribbean on slave ships. His
performances capture centuries of spiritual beliefs, mythologies, struggles and remote
stories, all expressed through the sounds of his ancestral Bomba drum. Don Jesus
Manuel Cepeda Brenes, Maestro de la Bomba, is the heir to the Bomba music and
dance tradition, the most visible and powerful expression of Puerto Rico's African

NASAA Assembly 2024 Artists
page 2



heritage. He is the recipient of a cultural and folkloric legacy that spans more than four
generations.

Escuela de Oficios: Sustaining and Growing Cultural Traditions
Casa Bacardi, 200 PR-165, Catano

Jorge Gonzalez Santos
The artistic practice of Jorge Gonzalez serves as a
platform for the recovery of Boricua (Puerto Rican)
material culture, in an attempt to create new narratives
between the indigenous and the modern. In 2014, he
founded Escuela de Oficios as a response to the
omissions of dominant stories and the deterioration of
academic spaces. By proposing recovery through
community regeneration, Escuela de Oficios creates
collective learning spaces and promotes self-managed
education, within the creation of a mobile program that
includes conversations, workshops and exhibitions. His
AN R work has been exhibited internationally, including
‘&\1\:}[ \\ i ! individual presentations at the Institute of Puerto Rican
' S Culture and at the Embajada, San Juan, and most
recently at Tenerife Espacio de las Artes, Spain, 2024.

People of Color Affinity Group Reception

Thursday, October 24, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.
El Mirador Room and Terrace, 12th Floor

Jibaro Pop Trio

Jibaro Pop Trio is a group made up of Carlos "Pachito"
Vega on the Puerto Rican cuatro and guitar, Solrexsi on
the cajon, and Luis Olivero on guitar. These three
musicians have extensive experience playing alongside
various artists and groups from different genres in the
Puerto Rican music scene.

In 2014, by chance, they began working together for
different entertainment booking companies in the hotel
industry, performing for groups from Europe and the
United States at prestigious hotels like Dorado Ritz
Reserve and St. Regis, among others. In 2017, they started to explore the local scene,
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performing at private parties and doing a season at the Caribe Bar in the Caribe Hilton
Hotel.

Their vast instrumental and vocal repertoire spans Puerto Rican music from all eras and
styles (including contemporary), as well as Latin jazz, salsa, merengue, reggae, bossa
nova, flamenco, rock and pop from artists like Coldplay, Bruno Mars, Enanitos Verdes,
Mana and many more. Thanks to their versatility and wide-ranging repertoire, Jibaro
Pop Trio performs at a variety of events, including ceremonies, cocktails, dinners, dance
parties and many more. All of this is delivered with an "organic acoustic sound."

Artist in Residence

Friday, October 25, 9:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.
San Cristobal, 2nd Floor

Artist in Residence Talk

Friday, October 25, 1:30 — 2:00 p.m.
San Juan 1 — 3, 2nd Floor

Agua, Sol y Sereno

Agua, Sol y Sereno (ASYS) is a theatre collective whose
§ mission is to promote the development of Puerto Rican
| experimental theatre and the democratization of art for
all sectors of the population. The aesthetic and
community work of the group maintains a constant
dialogue with social reality and the search for the inner
poetics of the human being. It welcomes various artistic
disciplines within the theatre, such as painting, dance, music and writing. The art
workshops offered by ASYS are aimed at people of all ages and in all types of
communities exploring their concerns and imagination, as well as to activate the
creativity of each participant, in ways in which they can generate and develop individual
and collective ideas that positively contribute to their way of live and their community.

ASYS has more than 20 original theatre pieces that are based on a deep ecological and
historical awareness. Their parades and performative acts explore art from the street,
incorporating themes of local and international relevance. Experimentation rooted in the
Caribbean and in interaction with the external and internal world make the aesthetic and
pedagogical work of ASYS a space that generates processes of high cultural, artistic
and philosophical impact.
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Antiguo Casino de Puerto Rico, Ave. Ponce de Leon, Esq. Norzagaray, San
Juan, 2nd Floor

William Cepeda

William Cepeda is a cultural icon of Puerto Rico. This
four-time Grammy-nominated artist and composer is a
member of the world-renowned Cepeda family, one of
Puerto Rico's most distinguished Afro-Puerto Rican
folkloric music institutions. Cepeda's music career
began at the age of 10 in his hometown, Loiza, the heart
of "little Africa" in Puerto Rico. Cepeda has traveled
worldwide performing with may great jazz and Latin
artists, including Dizzy Gillespie, Lester Bowie, David Murray, Bobby Watson and Miriam
Makeba. In the Latin music scene, Cepeda has played with legendary figures including
Tito Puente, Paquito D'Rivera, Eddie Palmieri, Celia Cruz and Mark Anthony.

Cepeda revolutionized the field of Latin music in 1992 with the introduction of his Afro-
Rican Jazz Group, an innovative blend of world music, progressive jazz, traditional
Puerto Rican roots, and folk music and dance. Cepeda was bestowed an honorary
doctorate from the Berklee College of Music in 2013.

Cepeda's oeuvre includes contemporary classical music with his introduction of Bobma
Sinfonia, a full-length orchestral work that mixes contemporary classical music with
traditional folkloric Afro-Puerto Rican rhythms and sounds. His publications include his
most recent four-volume encyclopedia on the music of Puerto Rico, Puerto Rican Music
Roots and Beyond. This project includes performance and educational components
(workshops and master classes).

For the past six years, Cepeda has been a professor and artistic composer at the
University of Puerto Rico. He has been invited to serve as both a composer and artist in
residence at a number of distinguished institutions.

William Cepeda is always experimenting and will continue creating new music for years
to come.
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Puerto Rico Night

Friday, October 25, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m.
Antiguo Casino de Puerto Rico, Ave. Ponce de Leon, Esq. Norzagaray, San
Juan, 2nd Floor

WA

La Super Banda

Positioned as one of the best live bands in Puerto Rico,
La Super Banda has the perfect combination of power,
strength, youth and maturity searched for by clients.

The variety of its repertoire makes it one of the most
sought after groups for different types of events
(wedding, senior proms, destination weddings,
corporate event, etc.). La Super Banda makes a chronological journey through various
musical phases. Their repertoire includes American, tropical, rock, urban, disco, Latin
and electronic music. They have worked with artists such as: Maluma, Myke Towers,
Rauw Alejandro, Luis Fonsi, Zion & Lennox, J Balvin, Nicky Jam, Prynce Royce, Vico C,
Tercer Cielo, Tito EI Bambino, Chino & Nacho, Elvis Crespo, Ivy Queen, Hector El Father,
Idol PR, Wilkins, Miguelito, Rakim & Ken-Y, Plan B, Grupo Mania, Tommy Torres, Melina
Leon, Alexis & Fido, and Don Omar, among others.

Artist in Residence

Saturday, October 26, 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
San Cristobal, 2nd Floor

Sandra I. Rodriguez
Mundillo, or bobbin lace, is Sandra Rodriguez's hobby,
her job and her passion. She started learning this art in
1982 with her first teacher and her mother-in-law, Nelly
. Vera, who taught her the basics. Throughout the years
~ she has taken many formal courses with Andrea Lopez,
Ana Rodriguez, Frances Mendez and Carmen B.
Cardona. In 1982 Sandra became a Certified Artisan by
the Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefa. In 1989 she
; became a Certified Artisan by PRIDCO (Puerto Rico
”ﬁ Industrial Development Company).

Sandra has been working as a mundillo lace artisan for
more than 40 years. In 2004 she participated as an
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apprentice in the Learn to Preserve Program by PRIDCO. Master Artisan Nellie Vera
taught her the art of designing bobbin lace patterns. Sandra put all that knowledge that
Nellie shared with her into practice with such passion that she now creates her own
designs. Some of them have been used in the cuffs of judges' gowns. Sandra has been
teaching mundillo since 2014. In 2016 PRIDCO gave her the title of Master Artisan. She
has been teaching bobbin lace at the Museo de Arte de Ponce since 2015, at the basic,
intermediate and advanced levels.

Closing Celebration

Saturday, October 26, 12:45 - 3:00 p.m.
San Juan 4 - 5, 2nd Floor

Giovanni Hidalgo
Giovanni Hidalgo was born in Puerto Rico in 1963 and
grew up in home filled with the drums, bongos, congas
and timbales used by his father and grandfather, both
musicians themselves. Gio began playing on a
homemade conga crafted by his father from a wooden
AV : W barrel when he was just eight years old. He also
practlced on other percussmn instruments, applying his talent to become one of the top
Latin percussionists in the world today.

Some of the encounters Giovanni mentions are Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, George
Harrison, Steve Winwood, Jim Capaldi, Airto Moreira, Flora Purim, and Mickey Hart and
his Planet Drum group.

Giovanni mentions his teachers. His father was the first one, and his step-grandfather
Francisco Hernandez "Nando." ("Nando" was a very good friend of Marcos Lopez's
grandfather, Sammy Ayala.) David Rosado Cuba was a friend that Gio would play with
often as well as David "La Mole" Ortiz, Anthony Carrillo, Willito Lopez and others,
practicing to albums for up to 8 hours a day. They would practice to records on the
normal speed (33-1/3) and then speed them up to the 45 speed and practice some
more. Also, he would play for one hour straight without stopping.

Widely acknowledged among the greatest congueros of his generation, Giovanni
Hidalgo was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 1963, first taking up the drums five years
later; the son of the noted percussionist Jose "Manengue" Hidalgo, he was educated in
Latin rhythms from childhood onward, and as a teen regularly walked to local gigs with
his congas strapped to his back. He soon caught the attention of the legendary Dizzy
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Gillespie, touring in his United Nations All-Star Orchestra for four years. Hidalgo became
a noted session player, recording with Freddie Hubbard, Paul Simon and Mickey Hart's
Planet Drum project. In 1992, he recorded his debut solo LP, Villa Hidalgo; Worldwide
followed a year later. For 1997's Hands of Rhythm, a collaboration with pianist Michel
Camilo, Hidalgo earned a Grammy nomination in the Best Latin Jazz Album category.
His Greatest Hits collection followed the next year.
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