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About the Study



Our goal is to inform and inspire 
approaches to cultural engagement 
across the spectrum of age that 
promote lifelong connection, learning, 
and creativity.



Research Design

Key design considerations:
1. Reflection of the views of all 

Americans 
2. Ensuring enough voices at every age
3. Data-driven age bands



A National Portrait



A National Portrait, Diving Deeper



Priorities & 
Context



Quick Poll Question

Compared to life before the pandemic, which emotions do you expect 
older adults feel more strongly than younger adults? (Select all that 
you think apply.)

• Disconnected
• Sad or Depressed
• Bored
• Worried or Afraid
• Angry
• Hopeful



Resilience Among the 55+ Population



Needs in our Daily Lives



Needs for Connection Scale Up with Age



A Lifetime 
with Culture



Driven to Create



Seeking Achievement



For All Ages



Expanding Digital 
Horizons



Activating the Digital Realm



Quick Poll Question

• Improved their skills
• A sense of accomplishment
• Feeling like part of a     

community
• Relaxation

What benefits do you think older adults have been most getting from online 
engagement with arts & culture? (Pick your top THREE)

• Distraction from the crisis
• Fun
• Connection with others  
• Broadened their perspective
• Learned something new



Online Benefits



Lifelong Learners



Influences on Digital Engagement



Calls for Change



What Matters Most?



Perceptions of Systemic Racism



Values in Action



Co-Creating Change



Insights into 
Action



The true impact of cultural research lies in 
the conversations it sparks, the priorities it 
shifts, and the experiments it inspires in 
cultural practice, philanthropy, and policy. 



1. Doubling down on supports for social connection

2.   Fostering opportunities to deepen skills & feel accomplishment

3.   Continuing to Connect Online (accessibility)

4.   Supporting Lifetime Learning 

5.   Considering Options to Address Social Issues 

Actionable Takeaways



THANK YOU

I’d love to hear from you: 
Jen@sloverlinett.com


