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 

 

What Is the Role of the Arts during Economic Downturns?  
 

 

The arts offer economic 
diversification and can 
rapidly recover from 
economic downturns 
without being anchored 
down by other slow-
recovering sectors. 
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 
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An arts sector that can 
diversify state economies 
and rapidly rebound from 
duress is particularly 
valuable as the United 
States grapples with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What Is the Evidence Base for These Findings? 
 

 

For More Information 

https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/the-arts-and-culture-sectors-contributions-to-economic-recovery-and-resiliency-in-the-united-states-technical-report/
https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/the-arts-and-culture-sectors-contributions-to-economic-recovery-and-resiliency-in-the-united-states-technical-report/
https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/creative-economies-and-economic-recovery-case-studies/


 
 

 

i U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account data, March 2020. See National 
Endowment for the Arts, The U.S. Arts Economy (1998‐2017): A National Summary Report, 2020. 
ii See NORC at the University of Chicago, The Role of the Arts and Creative Expression in Employability and 
Economic Opportunity, 2018 and Education Commission of the States/Arts Education Partnership, Preparing 
Students for Learning, Work and Life through STEAM Education, 2019. 
iii National Endowment for the Arts, 2020. 
iv National Governors Association, Rural Prosperity through the Arts & Creative Sector, 2019.  
v Local Initiatives Support Corporation, More than Storefronts: Insights into Creative Placemaking and Community 
Economic Development, 2017. 
vi Core arts and cultural production industries are originators of ideas and content associated with the creation of 
arts and culture. 
vii U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Gross Domestic Product, Second Quarter 2020 (Advance Estimate) and Annual 
Update, July 2020. The Washington Post article of July 30, 2020, Did a third of the economy really vanish in just 
three months? by Andrew Van Dam explains BEA’s second quarter estimates within historical context. 
viii For more information on the origins and construction of the ACPSA, see National Endowment for the Arts, NEA 
Guide to the U.S. Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account, 2013, and U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, The 
Arts and Cultural Production Satellite Account, 2014. 
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