
Visualizing Equity in 
Grant Making
Ryan Stubbs 
Senior Director of Research
National Assembly of State Arts Agencies

Ann Bown-Crawford
Executive Director
California Arts Council

Josy Miller, Ph.D. 
Arts Education Programs Specialist
California Arts Council







Counties in which 
more than 1 in 5 
people are people 
of color



Sources: Grants data from NASAA - Final Descriptive Reports. Demographics from U.S. 
Census Bureau - American Community Survey, 2016.



Black/African 
Americans comprise 
13% of the U.S. 
population.

Sources: Grants data from NASAA - Final Descriptive 
Reports. Demographics from U.S. Census Bureau -
American Community Survey, 2016.

21% of state arts 
agency awardees 
report serving 
Black/African American 
populations.



Hispanic/Latinx
populations
comprise 14% of the 
U.S. population.

Sources: Grants data from NASAA - Final Descriptive 
Reports. Demographics from U.S. Census Bureau -
American Community Survey, 2016.

19% of state arts 
agency awardees 
report serving 
Hispanic/Latinx
populations.



Asian populations 
comprise 4% of the 
U.S. population.

Sources: Grants data from NASAA - Final Descriptive 
Reports. Demographics from U.S. Census Bureau -
American Community Survey, 2016.

6% of state arts agency 
awardees report 
serving Asian 
populations.





Economically 
Distressed Counties
(by income or 
unemployment)



Sources: Grants data from NASAA - Final Descriptive Reports. Demographics from U.S. 
Census Bureau - American Community Survey, 2016.



52% of state arts agency 
awards go to counties with 
household incomes below 
the national median.

57% of state arts agency 
awards go to counties 
with higher poverty levels.

40% of state arts agency 
awards go to counties 
where fewer people have 
bachelors degrees.



Federal Reporting and the 
National Standard

• National Standard for Arts Information 
Exchange: 1981

• Final report database: nearly 1 million grant 
records

• Revised beneficiary data and added activity 
location data: 2016
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State Dashboards 
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