
 
Common Acronyms, Organization Names and Terms 

 
AAAE Association of Arts Administration Educators. Represents 28 graduate 

degree and certificate programs in the United States and Canada. 
 
AAM American Alliance of Museums. National service organization 

representing all kinds of museums, including art. 
 
AAMD Association of Art Museum Directors. Represents 160 art museum 

directors nationwide. 
 
AD Assistant director (SAA staff position), also known as DD, or deputy 

director 
 
AE Arts education 
 
AEAG Arts Education Advisory Group. A joint NASAA/NEA advisory group that 

oversees the annual Professional Development Institute (PDI) for SAA 
arts education managers. 

 
AEP Arts Education Partnership. A coalition of education, arts, business, 

philanthropic, and government organizations that demonstrates and 
promotes the essential role of arts education. NASAA is a managing 
partner of AEP. 

 
AFTA Americans for the Arts. Nonprofit organization for advancing the arts. 
 
AIE Arts in education 
 
APAP Association of Performing Arts Presenters. National service 

organization representing concert and arts event presenters, mostly 
based at colleges and local arts agencies. 

 
Arts Midwest A regional arts organization (IA, IL, IN, MI, MN, ND, OH, SD, WI). 
 
ArtsReady A national emergency-preparedness initiative of South Arts.  
 
ASO Arts service organization 
 
Audit A committee of the NASAA board 
Committee 
 
BCA Business Committee for the Arts (part of AFTA). Promotes and 

documents business support for the arts. 
 
BSG Basic state grant (now called basic state plan). The largest portion of 

National Endowment for the Arts Partnership Agreement funds 

 



designated for state arts agencies. Most, but not all, of these funds are 
determined by formula. 

 
BVA Business Volunteers for the Arts. A national program of AFTA, with 

local affiliates, that matches arts organizations with volunteers, and 
trains both. 

 
CAG Cultural Advocacy Group. Coalition of 50+ national arts and 

humanities organizations that meets monthly to coordinate federal 
advocacy strategy. NASAA is one of the founding members. 

 
CCSSO Council of Chief State School Officers. Nationwide nonprofit 

organization composed of public officials who lead the departments 
responsible for elementary and secondary education.  

 
CDC Community development coordinator (SAA staff position) 
 
CDP Cultural Data Project. An information collection initiative adopted by 

some state arts agencies to collect comprehensive information about 
organizations applying for grant funds. 

 
CH Chair. Individual leading the state arts agency council or board, 

typically appointed by the governor. 
 
Challenge grant Funding requiring a multiple match from the grantee. 
 
CM Council member. A member of the state arts agency council or board, 

typically appointed by the governor. 
 
CMA Chamber Music America. National membership service association for 

the chamber music field. 
 
CPAC Consortium for Pacific Arts and Cultures. A regional arts organization 

(operations currently suspended) 
 
DANCE/USA Service organization for dance companies. 
 
DD Deputy director (SAA staff position), also known as AD, or assistant 

director 
 
Development  A committee of the NASAA board 
Committee 
 
DOE U.S. Department of Education 
 
DOJ U.S. Department of Justice 
 
DOT U.S. Department of Transportation 
 
EC Executive committee of the NASAA board  
 
ED Executive director (SAA staff position) 
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E-grants Automated grant systems that allow applicants to prepare and submit 
grant proposals on-line. 

 
ESEA Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
 
FDR Final descriptive report. Submitted annually by SAAs and RAOs to the 

NEA to document each agency's activities. Compiled and analyzed 
annually by NASAA. 

 
The Federation Federation of State Humanities Councils. Represents the humanities 

councils from each state. These councils are not part of state 
governments, though some receive state funding. 

 
GAO U.S. Government Accountability Office  
 
GIA Grantmakers in the Arts. Association of corporate and foundation arts 

funders for information sharing; NASAA and SAAs participate. 
 
GOS General operating support. Largely unrestricted funding for general 

administrative and programmatic purposes determined by the grantee. 
 
HUD U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 
IFACCA International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies. Global 

association, based in Sydney, Australia, of NEA and its counterparts 
around the world.  

 
IMLS Institute of Museum and Library Services. Federal agency specifically 

providing operating support to museums and libraries. 
 
ISPA International Society for the Performing Arts 
 
KRC Knowledge, representation and community. The three ways NASAA 

fulfills its mission. 
 
LAA Local arts agency. A community organization—either private, not-for-

profit, or an agency of city or county government—which provides 
financial support, services or other programs for arts organizations and 
artists and the community as a whole. 

 
League of  National service organization for symphonies and orchestras. 
American  
Orchestras 
 
MAAA Mid-America Arts Alliance. A regional arts organization (AR, KS, MO, 

NE, OK, TX). 
 
MAAF Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation. A regional arts organization (DC, DE, MD, 

NJ, NY, PA, VA, VI, WV). 
 
NAEA National Art Education Association. Represents visual art teachers, 

primarily K-12. 
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NAHYPA National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards. A program of 
PCAH, co-managed by NASAA. 

 
NALAC National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures 
 
NAMAC National Alliance for Media Arts and Culture 
  
NAME National Association for Music Education. Represents music teachers, 

primarily K-12. 
 
NASAA National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. The membership 

organization that unites, represents and serves the nation's state and 
jurisdictional arts agencies. 

 
National The information exchange system used by the 56 state and  
Standard  jurisdictional arts agencies to organize and report grant-making 

information. See FDR. 
 
NCA National Council on the Arts. Presidentially appointed advisory group to 

the NEA chair.  
 
NCEA National Coalition for Education in the Arts. Group of national arts 

education organizations and national arts organizations with major 
interests in arts and education. NASAA is a coalition member. 

 
NCSL National Conference of State Legislatures 
 
NEA National Endowment for the Arts, also known as the arts endowment. 

The federal agency that awards grants to support artistic excellence, 
creativity and innovation. The NEA extends its work through 
partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal 
agencies and the philanthropic sector. 

 
NEFA New England Foundation for the Arts. A regional arts organization (CT, 

MA, ME, NH, RI, VT). 
 
NEH National Endowment for the Humanities 
 
NGA National Governors Association 
 
NHA National Humanities Alliance 
 
Nominating A committee of the NASAA board  
Committee 
 
NPTA National Parent Teacher Association®, also known as PTA 
 
OMB U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
 
OPERA America National service organization for opera companies. 
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Operating Grant awards that are largely unrestricted or undesignated in  
support  their use. Often also galled general operating support (GOS). See 

Project support. 
  
P&B Planning and Budget, a committee of the NASAA board  
 
PAA Performing Arts Alliance. The combined network of the national arts 

service organizations representing performing arts disciplines.  
 
Partnership  The main source of NEA funding for state arts agencies. Consists 
Agreement  of three components: Basic State Plan, Arts Education and 

Underserved. Funding is mostly by formula, some is competitive. See 
BSG. 

 
PCAH President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities 
 
PDI Professional Development Institute. Annual gathering of state arts 

agency arts education managers, facilitating their professional 
development in arts education program and policy efforts. Coordinated 
by NASAA with support from the NEA. 

 
PIO Public information officer (SAA staff position), also known as 

communications manager 
 
POL Poetry Out Loud. An NEA initiative fostering competitive poetry 

recitation by high school students. State arts agencies coordinate 
state-level contests. 

 
PREL Pacific Resources for Education and Learning  
 
Project support Grant funding restricted or designated by the granting agency for a 

specific program or purpose.  
 
PTA National Parent Teacher Association®, also known as NPTA  
 
RAO Regional arts organization. Six RAOs represent the state arts agencies 

in the 50 states, the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands. 
 
RFP Request for proposal. Standard way of seeking bids for services and/or 

notifying the field of funding opportunities for special projects. 
 
SAA State arts agency 
 
SAAN State Arts Advocacy Network. The national network of state-level 

advocacy groups and advocacy "captains." Coordinated by AFTA. 
 
SEADAE State Education Agency Directors of Arts Education  
 
South Arts A regional arts organization (AL, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN). 
 
START State Arts Partnership for Cultural Participation. A past funding and 

learning initiative between 13 state arts agencies and the Wallace 
Foundation.  
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TA Technical assistance. Generic term for expert services of many kinds in 
planning, producing, presenting and managing the arts. 

 
TAAC The Association of American Cultures. National service organization for 

multicultural arts groups and individuals.  
 
TCG Theatre Communications Group. National service organization for 

professional theatres. 
 
The Trust National Trust for Historic Preservation 
 
U.S. Conference Organization representing mayors 
of Mayors 
 
Underserved Portion of NEA funding to SAAs mandated by Congress to reach 
funds  inner-city, rural or other "artistically underserved" communities. 
 
VLA Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts. New York prototype of professional 

associations (lawyers, accountants) offering direct services or referrals 
to artists and arts organizations.  

 
WESTAF Western States Arts Federation. A regional arts organization (AK, AZ, 

CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY). 
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