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SPEAKER AND FACILITATOR BIOGRAPHIES
Friday, October 15: Briefing Sessions

Amy M. Barbee, Executive Director

Texas Cultural Trust
Barbee oversees the operations of the Texas Cultural Trust, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose mission is to promote and highlight the importance of the arts in educating Texas children and sustaining a vibrant Texas economy. Programs of the Texas Cultural Trust include the Texas Medal of Arts Awards, Create Texas—Put Your ART Into It, Texas Women for the Arts, Founders for the Arts, strataTX and the Young Masters program. In 2009, the 81st Texas Legislature appropriated $1 million to the Trust to develop an art and digital literacy curriculum and to research and compile best practices from across the state where the arts have successfully been used for economic development.

Barbee’s background encompasses theatre, fundraising, advocacy and politics. She was the first executive director of The Real Estate Council of Austin, Inc., and held that position for nine years. She has served as director of development for the Paramount Theatre in Austin; freelance production coordinator for Warner Bros. and Universal Studios on original hit films including The Blues Brothers, Ghost Story, and National Lampoon’s Vacation; and fundraising coordinator for two successful congressional campaigns, Senator Lloyd Bentsen’s 1988 campaign and U.S. Representative J.J. “Jake” Pickle’s 1986 campaign.

Barbee holds a B.S. in speech from Northwestern University, where she concentrated in theatre and film. She currently serves on the board of directors of Texans for the Arts and the Advisory Committee for Mexic-Arte Museum, and is a member of the State Arts Action Network for Americans for the Arts. She has served on the board of directors of the Paramount Theatre and Zachary Scott Theatre, and on advisory boards for the Nature Conservancy and the Charles W. Moore Foundation. Barbee has served in leadership roles for the Junior League of Austin and the Urban Land Institute. 
Thomas L. Birch, Legislative Counsel

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Since 1981, Tom Birch has served as NASAA’s legislative counsel, representing the state arts agencies and the interests of artists and arts organizations on Capitol Hill, directing advocacy efforts, and advising state and local groups on advocacy and lobbying strategies. In his work with NASAA and other nonprofit organizations, Birch has authored articles on legislative advocacy and public policy, particularly in his areas of specialization in cultural affairs, child welfare and human services. He came to this work from Congress, having served as legislative counsel to members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives on issues of domestic policy. An attorney by training, Birch received his J.D. degree from George Washington University and his B.A. degree cum laude in American history from Lehigh University. He was a Peace Corps volunteer for three years in Morocco. 

A native of California, Birch has lived in Washington, D.C., for more than 30 years, where he has served as a board member and officer for a number of charitable organizations, including the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, the Crafts Center, the Folger Poetry Board and the American Humane Association. 

Birch is serving a fourth term in elected public office as Georgetown’s neighborhood commissioner in Washington, D.C., where he received the Belin Award in 2006 for distinguished community service. In 2003, Birch was given the American Psychological Association’s Award for Distinguished Contribution to Child Advocacy, and in 2006, Casey Family Programs awarded him its Leadership Award.

Angela Han, Director of Research

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Angela Han joined NASAA in 2007 as director of research, where she manages a diverse portfolio of applied research and information services, serving as the point person for information requests from members and the public. She oversees research activities for and about state arts agencies, monitors relevant research and media about trends relevant to the arts and public policy, and works with members to use this information for advocacy, planning and evaluation purposes. She serves as a resource on the public arts sector, giving presentations and serving on advisory groups for the National Endowment for the Arts, the Arts Education Partnership and other state arts agency partners.

Prior to joining NASAA, Han served as executive director for two arts organizations. At the Plymouth Symphony, she managed an organization that included two professional ensembles, a youth orchestra and a music education program, supported in part by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. At River Arts, Inc., in rural Wisconsin, she served as inaugural executive director for an organization transitioning from capital campaign fundraiser to multidisciplinary arts presenter. She has worked as a research scholar for Americans for the Arts and as a science educator for several organizations teaching urban youth. Current volunteer leadership positions include steering committee chair for Emerging Arts Leaders DC and board member for the Capitol Hill Chorale. 

Han holds an M.B.A. in arts administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is a recovering flutist and former scientist, evidenced by her degrees in music (University of Windsor) and physics (Caltech). 

Julie Henahan, Executive Director 
Ohio Arts Council

Julie Henahan is a long-tenured member of the Ohio Arts Council (OAC) staff with more than 25 years experience as an arts administrator. She was hired as the agency’s fourth executive director, and first woman director, in 2006. As deputy director from 2002-2006 she oversaw the agency’s state subsidy budget development, federal grant preparation, policy and program development, strategic planning, personnel operations, and compliance with state and federal laws and was the OAC liaison to the attorney general’s office. Until 2002, she served as OAC’s grants office director, where she was responsible for the development of all procedures and policies related to the grants review process and managed the agency’s internal accounting of state subsidy funds as well as its federal funding.
Henahan has served on the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies Research Information Committee, Planning and Budget Committee, and National Standard Working Group. She has served as a grant panelist for the National Endowment for the Arts and the Indianapolis Arts Council. She served on the Columbus Arts Stabilization Committee and the Greater Columbus Creative Cultural Commission and is an ex officio board member of the Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission. Henahan serves on the Ohio State Nonprofit Advisory Committee as well as the International Education Advisory Committee of the Ohio Department of Education. She graduated magna cum laude from Ohio Wesleyan University with a bachelor’s degree in history (medieval studies) and a minor in humanities and classics. She is a former board member of the League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus and is a current member of the boards of NASAA, Ohio Women in Government, Americans for the Arts and Ohio Citizens for the Arts. 
Travis James, Vice President

TXP
Travis James brings more than 15 years of experience in economic analysis, strategic planning and policy development. Currently, he leads TXP’s efforts in strategic planning, statistical analysis and transportation infrastructure evaluation. While at TXP, he has conducted more than 200 economic and tax revenue impact studies, including tourism-related projects in California, Connecticut, Florida, Pennsylvania and Texas. He specializes in subregional analysis that requires blending economic analysis, land planning, geographic information system tools and long-term forecasting.
Prior to joining TXP, James worked at ExxonMobil in the global information systems technology division in Washington, D.C. His duties required lengthy international travel to South America, Europe and Asia to develop and support large-scale global systems solutions. He spent five years as a project manager at a national economic development consulting firm, where he worked on numerous studies throughout the United States. James holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics from the University of Texas at Austin and a Bachelor of Science degree in computer science from Texas State University. He earned an M.B.A. from St. Edward’s University.

Tom Kaiden, President

Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

Tom Kaiden is the president of the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, an association of 400 nonprofit arts and cultural institutions that serves to increase awareness, participation and support for culture in the Delaware Valley. Prior to joining the Cultural Alliance, Kaiden served for nine years as executive director of the Stowe (Vermont) Area Association, a member-based tourism marketing corporation and chamber of commerce. He began his career in brand management with the credit card division of American Express. Kaiden holds an M.B.A. from Cornell University.
Jonathan Katz, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Jonathan Katz is one of the primary spokespersons on behalf of funding and support for the arts and cultural activities in the United States. For more than 20 years, he has guided the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (www.nasaa-arts.org), the association through which the nation’s 56 state arts agencies share knowledge and strategic thinking, develop leadership and professionalism, maintain information systems, and advocate the value of the arts and culture. During fiscal year 2010, state arts agencies managed $360 million in state appropriations, federal grants and other revenues.

A frequent speaker and workshop leader at forums on cultural issues and trends, Katz has consulted extensively on strategic planning, cultural policy development, advocacy, leadership development, and financial planning and earned income for nonprofits. He is a cofounder of the Arts Education Partnership (www.aep-arts.org), established by the U.S. Department of Education and the National Endowment for the Arts as the nation’s forum for the advancement of arts education. A former member of the U.S. Commission on UNESCO, Katz recently returned from Vancouver, Canada, where he advised the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies (www.IFACCA.org) on its strategic planning process; from Seoul, Korea, where he advised the national arts council on its grant programs; and from Johannesburg, South Africa, where he led the CEO Seminar for heads of national arts and cultural agencies at the IFACCA World Summit.

Katz directed the graduate arts administration program at the University of Illinois at Springfield, The Children’s Museum of Denver, and the Kansas Arts Commission. For NASAA, Katz coauthored Advancing America’s Creativity: An Agenda for Leadership in Support of the Arts and Cultural Activities, the State Arts Agency Strategic Planning Toolkit, and Facing Controversy: Arts Issues and Crisis Communications, and wrote the Report of the Task Force on Cultural Pluralism. His doctoral dissertation proposes a national agenda for literary activities in the United States.

Robert L. Lynch, President and CEO
Americans for the Arts

Robert Lynch is the president and CEO of Americans for the Arts, the national organization dedicated to advancing the arts and arts education in people’s lives, schools and communities. He was executive director of the National Assembly of Local Arts Agencies for 12 years, and managed the successful merger of that organization with the American Council for the Arts to form Americans for the Arts in 1996. Lynch subsequently oversaw the mergers of the Arts and Business Council, Inc., and the Business Committee for the Arts into Americans for the Arts. He created the Americans for the Arts Action Fund and its connected political action committee to engage citizens in advocating for the arts and arts education to ensure arts-friendly public policies.
Under Lynch’s 25 years of leadership, the services and membership of Americans for the Arts have grown to more than 50 times its original size in 1985. He personally has reached audiences in more than 1,000 locations spanning 49 states and more than a dozen nations, and ranging from Native American tribal gatherings to the U.S. Armed Forces in Europe to the president of the United States. He earned a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and plays the piano, mandolin and guitar.

Dave Shaw, President

Russell/Shaw

As president of an Austin-based marketing firm, Dave Shaw has a broad range of marketing and communications experience that spans advertising, branding, public relations and public affairs work with companies such as Southwest Airlines, American Airlines, AT&T, AOL and H-E-B. His experience in the arts and culture community includes work with organizations such as Ballet Austin, Art Alliance Austin, Austin Museum of Art, ZACH Theatre, Texas Cultural Trust, Texas Commission on the Arts, Texas Book Festival and Texas PBS. Prior to cofounding Russell/Shaw in 2005, Shaw was vice president at TateAustin. Before that he was with Temerlin McClain in Dallas and Public Strategies, Inc., in Austin.
In the community, Shaw currently serves as board chair of Greenlights for NonProfit Success, as a director for Texas Lyceum and as a member of the University Of Texas College Of Communication Alumni Advisory Council. He represents the UT College of Communication as a member of the Texas Exes Alumni Council. He has served as board chair of the Austin Public Library Foundation and as a board member of both Leadership Austin and YouthLaunch. In 2008, the Austin Area Research Organization (AARO) selected Shaw to participate in its McBee Fellowship program. In 2002, the Young Men’s Business League and Young Women’s Alliance named him an Austin Under 40 award winner for community service. Shaw earned his M.A. in Communication Studies from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a B.S. in communication studies from the University of Texas at Austin.

Rebecca Thomas, Vice President, National Customized Services

Nonprofit Finance Fund 

As vice president of Consulting Services, Rebecca Thomas has overall strategic responsibility for Nonprofit Finance Fund’s product portfolio and directs national initiatives and partnerships. She oversees areas including product development, initiative design, and quality assurance. Thomas advises nonprofits and their funders in areas of financial planning and management.
Before entering the nonprofit sector, Thomas served as senior economics correspondent for Smartmoney.com, a personal finance magazine jointly published by Dow Jones and Hearst. At Smartmoney, she covered economic developments and financial markets and appeared as a commentator on CNNfn, MSNBC and Fox. She serves on the boards of the Rock School for Dance Education and Jose Mateo Ballet Theatre, and participates on the Finance Committee of the Lark Play Development Center. Thomas received an M.B.A. from Columbia University’s Graduate School of Business and graduated from Yale University with a B.A in French and international studies.

Margy Waller, Vice President, Arts & Culture Partnership
ArtsWave
Prior to joining ArtsWave (formerly the Fine Arts Fund), Margy Waller was visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution, with a joint appointment in the economic studies and metropolitan policy programs. Before Brookings, she was senior advisor on domestic policy in the Clinton-Gore White House. She has been senior fellow at the Progressive Policy Institute and has served as director of public policy at United Way of America, director of policy development at public/private ventures in Philadelphia, and congressional fellow in the office of U.S. Representative Eric Fingerhut (D-OH).

 

Waller was named a Top Ten Tweeter by SoapboxMedia and a Rising Civic Star by Cincy Magazine. She serves as a member of Council 360, leading the Quality Place Priority Focus team on arts and culture and is a member of the United Way Future Direction Task Force. She received her B.S. in communication studies at Northwestern University and a law degree from The Ohio State University.

Friday, October 15: Dialogues

Kelly J. Barsdate, Chief Program and Planning Officer

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Kelly Barsdate joined NASAA in 1991. She oversees NASAA’s services to members, including all research activities, education programs and special initiatives. She runs NASAA’s State Arts Agency Boot Camps, designs the association’s Web seminars and conferences, and conducts numerous workshops on topics such as cultural policy and funding trends, arts participation, public value and practical evaluation methods. Barsdate developed NASAA’s New Directions in State Arts Agency Grantmaking curriculum, a series of workshops to help state arts agencies enhance the results of their grant investments. 

In addition to managing NASAA’s internal strategic planning, Barsdate often is engaged as a consultant to assist arts funders (both public and private) with strategic planning, program design, grant guidelines development and program evaluation. Barsdate has managed collaborations with partners including the National Governors Association, the National Conference of State Legislatures, the National Center for Charitable Statistics, Grantmakers in the Arts, The Pew Charitable Trusts, Princeton University, Altria and the National Endowment for the Arts. She has authored numerous monographs and articles on arts funding and arts research. She is a frequent presenter at national arts and philanthropy conferences and is a contributing editor of the Journal of Arts Management, Law and Society.
Prior to joining NASAA, Barsdate was a researcher at Educational Research Services Inc., where her areas of specialty included school demographics, multicultural education and program evaluation. Her arts background includes education in music, dance and ceramics.

 

Richard Evans, President
EmcArts

Richard Evans directs EmcArts’ programs and strategic partnerships. His recent research, program design and facilitation places particular emphasis on innovation, organizational change and effective ways that the arts and culture field can respond to the demands of a new era for the sector. His studies on innovation and capacity building led to his design for the Innovation Lab for the Performing Arts. An expansion of EmcArts’s successful pilot lab for American orchestras, the Lab launched in fall 2008 with the generous support of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, and is now in its fifth round. Evans leads the design and implementation of the New Pathways for the Arts Initiative, a series of locally based innovation programs that is now active in Denver, New Haven and New York City. He heads up the EmcArts team for strategic organizational-learning work with the James Irvine Foundation’s Arts Innovation Fund, which supports California’s major arts organizations in implementing significant innovation projects over multiple years.

A frequent speaker on the relationship between cultural policy and emerging practices in the arts, Evans’s recent engagements have included the annual conferences of Arts Midwest, Grantmakers in the Arts, the Association of Performing Arts Presenters, the Theatre Communications Group and the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. His past research and analytical expertise has been published in numerous field studies in the arts, including Too Intrinsic for Renown (1992), the first national study of community schools of the arts, for the Wallace Foundation; Playing Diaghilev (1994), the evaluation for the MacArthur Fellows Program of fellowships and support structures for individual artists; and Knowing the Score (2000), the first national study of British orchestras.

Evans led the design and evaluation of numerous support programs in the arts, including The Magic of Music, the Knight Foundation’s national orchestra support program. For The Pew Charitable Trusts, he led the design of the Philadelphia Cultural Leadership Program. Other major projects have included program design and delivery for The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation’s Orchestra Forum and The Wallace Foundation’s Arts for Young People initiative; program evaluations for the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Ford Foundation and Surdna and James Irvine Foundations; and planning processes for the City of Chicago Office of Cultural Affairs, New York Public Library for the Performing Arts and New England Conservatory of Music.

Evans received his M.A. from Trinity College, Cambridge, England. Prior to founding EmcArts, he held numerous senior positions in performing arts management and philanthropy, including codirector of the National Endowment for the Arts Advancement Program, first coordinator of the National Alliance of Artists’ Communities, chief executive of the Bath International Festival of Music and Arts, England, and vice president of the National Arts Stabilization Fund.

Eric Giles, Learning Services Manager

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Eric Giles joined NASAA in 2008. As learning services manager, he helps to manage a diverse portfolio of learning services for NASAA members. His responsibilities include coordinating NASAA’s virtual learning programs, such as web seminars, as well as assisting with the design and delivery of conference sessions and other in-person learning opportunities for state arts agencies. 

Prior to joining NASAA, Giles worked at The Nonprofit Roundtable, where he helped manage a variety of projects designed to increase the visibility, strength and influence of nonprofits in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan region. He has two master’s degrees, in international policy and religious studies, as well as two bachelor’s degrees, in history and fine arts. He is a trained visual artist in a wide variety of techniques, from sculpture to painting to printmaking and beyond, and has been showing his work publicly off and on for 15 years. Eric teaches basic drawing and composition as an adjunct faculty member at the College of Southern Maryland.

Jonathan Katz, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Jonathan Katz is one of the primary spokespersons on behalf of funding and support for the arts and cultural activities in the United States. For more than 20 years, he has guided the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (www.nasaa-arts.org), the association through which the nation’s 56 state arts agencies share knowledge and strategic thinking, develop leadership and professionalism, maintain information systems, and advocate the value of the arts and culture. During fiscal year 2010, state arts agencies managed $360 million in state appropriations, federal grants and other revenues.

A frequent speaker and workshop leader at forums on cultural issues and trends, Katz has consulted extensively on strategic planning, cultural policy development, advocacy, leadership development, and financial planning and earned income for nonprofits. He is a cofounder of the Arts Education Partnership (www.aep-arts.org), established by the U.S. Department of Education and the National Endowment for the Arts as the nation’s forum for the advancement of arts education. A former member of the U.S. Commission on UNESCO, Katz recently returned from Vancouver, Canada, where he advised the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies (www.IFACCA.org) on its strategic planning process; from Seoul, Korea, where he advised the national arts council on its grant programs; and from Johannesburg, South Africa, where he led the CEO Seminar for heads of national arts and cultural agencies at the IFACCA World Summit.

Katz directed the graduate arts administration program at the University of Illinois at Springfield, The Children’s Museum of Denver, and the Kansas Arts Commission. For NASAA, Katz coauthored Advancing America’s Creativity: An Agenda for Leadership in Support of the Arts and Cultural Activities, the State Arts Agency Strategic Planning Toolkit, and Facing Controversy: Arts Issues and Crisis Communications, and wrote the Report of the Task Force on Cultural Pluralism. His doctoral dissertation proposes a national agenda for literary activities in the United States.

Margaret Weisbrod Morris, Program Manager for Arts in Education

Kansas Arts Commission 

Margaret Weisbrod Morris is a devoted painter, habitual illustrator, trained art therapist, true-blue arts administrator and wholehearted technology addict. She holds a bachelor of fine arts degree in two-dimensional media from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and studied under Edith Kramer, a founder of the field of art therapy, to get her master’s degree from New York University.
An early devotee of emerging technologies, Morris’s early career was working as an artist for children’s television and as a gallery and studio assistant, combining her artistic skills with a knack for computers. After becoming a registered art therapist, she developed art therapy programs for nonprofit organizations in Brooklyn and Manhattan and provided training on the use of art and art assessment for professionals working with people affected by violent crime. After leaving New York, she became the education director overseeing comprehensive education programs for a contemporary arts center serving a lively college town and surrounding area.
At the Kansas Arts Commission, Morris manages the program initiatives related to arts education and is charged with advancing partnership and communication between the advocacy and policymaking entities that impact arts learning in Kansas. A passionate advocate for art, she is dedicated to the vision of integrating art into academic, human services and health care settings, with her motto being “every art, everywhere, every day.” In 2009, she was the recipient of a Phoenix Award in Arts Advocacy from the city where she lives. 
Alex Nelson, Arts Learning Coordinator

Arizona Commission on the Arts

Alex Nelson joined the Arizona Commission on the Arts staff in January 2009. She administers arts learning project grants and programs and is the Arizona State Poetry Out Loud coordinator. Originally from Michigan, she migrated to Phoenix to attend Arizona State University, where she received a B.F.A. in dance choreography and a B.A. in French. Nelson is a dancer, choreographer, dance educator and theatre technician. She dances with the Phoenix-based company Flux Dance Project.

Deb Vaughn, Arts Education Coordinator

Oregon Arts Commission

Deb Vaughn oversees the Oregon Arts Commission’s arts education programs, including the Arts Learning grant program and the Poetry Out Loud program. Prior to joining the commission, Vaughn worked as school services manager for Portland-based Oregon Children’s Theatre. A trained singer, actor and writer, she has worked as a creative drama teacher in both Portland and Phoenix, Arizona, and served as the educational consultant for Sojourn Theatre’s Freshman Initiative Project. She was a member of the Visioning Committee for the Right Brain Initiative and served on the executive team for Opera Theatre Oregon.
Vaughn is a member of the advisory team for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Any Given Child program in Portland. In 2009, she received a Sunburst Award for her exemplary commitment to arts education. She holds an M.F.A. in theatre for youth from Arizona State University and a B.A. in theatre from University of Portland. 
Saturday, October 16: Briefings
Thomas H. Aageson

Global Center for Cultural Entrepreneurship
Thomas Aageson is the executive director of the Museum of New Mexico Foundation (MNMF) in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The Foundation is a nonprofit organization that provides private support to the Museum of New Mexico’s (MNM) four museums and six state monuments. The Foundation earns and raises private operating, capital and endowment funds and operates a membership program of 6,500 households, six museum shops and a national licensing program. The Foundation’s total support for the Museum in the most recent year was $9,000,000.

Aageson was recognized as one of New Mexico Business Weekly’s Ten Power People in the Arts in New Mexico for 2005 and Top 100 Power People in New Mexico in 2006. He cofounded the International Folk Art Market and was a recipient of the Mayor’s Arts Award for this new event in Santa Fe. He led the development of New Mexico Creates, an award-winning economic development initiative that markets the work of New Mexico artists and artisans in the MNMF’s museum and Internet shops. Santa Fe Mayor David Coss proclaimed October 24, 2006, as Tom Aageson Day to recognize his outstanding contributions to the community. In 2007, the United Way, Santa Fe, selected him as Humanitarian of the Year.
Aageson has worked with the UNESCO Division of Cultural Expressions and Creative Industries, created the Santa Fe Cultural Leaders group, and led the economic development planning for Santa Fe’s arts and cultural industries in 2003-2004. He chaired the formation of Creative Santa Fe—2004–2006, a nonprofit organization that brings together diverse constituencies to strengthen Santa Fe’s creative economy. Aageson is a member of the board of directors for the Santa Fe University of Art and Design, cofounded the Global Center for Cultural Entrepreneurship and chairs the board of directors. He is a contributing author of Cultures and Globalization: The Cultural Economy and Creative Tourism: A Global Conversation. The Council of Competitiveness selected Aageson to be their national expert on developing the artisan sector of New Mexico in 2003. He is a frequent speaker on the subject of the cultural economy.

A cultural entrepreneur, Aageson created the successful Maritime Art Gallery at Mystic Seaport Museum along with a print and book publishing venture, Mystic Maritime Graphics and mission-related food enterprises. He is cofounder and chairman of the Global Center for Cultural Entrepreneurship (www.culturalentrepreneur.org). Aageson earned his M.B.A. from Columbia University, a B.F.T. from Thunderbird Graduate School of International Management and an A.B. from Marquette University. 
Thomas L. Birch, Legislative Counsel

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Since 1981, Tom Birch has served as NASAA’s legislative counsel, representing the state arts agencies and the interests of artists and arts organizations on Capitol Hill, directing advocacy efforts, and advising state and local groups on advocacy and lobbying strategies. In his work with NASAA and other nonprofit organizations, Birch has authored articles on legislative advocacy and public policy, particularly in his areas of specialization in cultural affairs, child welfare and human services. He came to this work from Congress, having served as legislative counsel to members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives on issues of domestic policy. An attorney by training, Birch received his J.D. degree from George Washington University and his B.A. degree cum laude in American history from Lehigh University. He was a Peace Corps volunteer for three years in Morocco. 

A native of California, Birch has lived in Washington, D.C., for more than 30 years, where he has served as a board member and officer for a number of charitable organizations, including the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington, the Crafts Center, the Folger Poetry Board and the American Humane Association. Birch is serving a fourth term in elected public office as Georgetown’s neighborhood commissioner in Washington, D.C., where he received the Belin Award in 2006 for distinguished community service. In 2003, Birch was given the American Psychological Association’s Award for Distinguished Contribution to Child Advocacy, and in 2006, Casey Family Programs awarded him its Leadership Award.
Pam Breaux, Secretary
Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

Pam Breaux is secretary of the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism (CRT), under the commission of Lieutenant Governor Mitch Landrieu. Prior to this appointment, she was assistant secretary of CRT’s Office of Cultural Development (2004-2008) and executive director of its state arts agency, the Louisiana Division of the Arts (2001-2005).
Before working in state government, Breaux managed southwest Louisiana’s Decentralized Arts Funding Program from its inception through its seventh year, and spent six years as executive director of the Arts and Humanities Council of Southwest Louisiana. While there, she developed the Central School Arts & Humanities Center and the Southwest Louisiana Cultural Tourism Coalition. Breaux serves as a member of the board of the Southern Arts Federation and as second vice president on the NASAA board.

Sue Gens, Executive Director

Minnesota State Arts Board

Sue Gens joined the Minnesota State Arts Board in 2001, having previously served as the agency’s director of communication and government relations and its interim executive director. Before joining the Arts Board, Gens was director of external relations for the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota (Twin Cities); and director of development for United Arts, a federated fundraising organization for small and mid-sized arts organizations in the Minneapolis-Saint Paul metropolitan area. 
Gens has worked in the Twin Cities nonprofit and public sectors for 25 years; has held public relations, marketing, and development positions at the Children’s Theatre Company, Minnesota Orchestra, The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, COMPAS and the Women’s Theatre Project; and has served as a volunteer, consultant or board member with a variety of nonprofit organizations. She is a graduate of Minnesota State University Moorhead, with degrees in music and arts administration.

Angela Han, Director of Research

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
Angela Han joined NASAA in 2007 as director of research, where she manages a diverse portfolio of applied research and information services, serving as the point person for information requests from members and the public. She oversees research activities for and about state arts agencies, monitors relevant research and media about trends relevant to the arts and public policy, and works with members to use this information for advocacy, planning and evaluation purposes. She serves as a resource on the public arts sector, giving presentations and serving on advisory groups for the National Endowment for the Arts, the Arts Education Partnership and other state arts agency partners.

Prior to joining NASAA, Han served as executive director for two arts organizations. At the Plymouth Symphony, she managed an organization that included two professional ensembles, a youth orchestra and a music education program, supported in part by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. At River Arts, Inc., in rural Wisconsin, she served as inaugural executive director for an organization transitioning from capital campaign fundraiser to multidisciplinary arts presenter. She has worked as a research scholar for Americans for the Arts and as a science educator for several organizations teaching urban youth. Current volunteer leadership positions include steering committee chair for Emerging Arts Leaders DC and board member for the Capitol Hill Chorale. 

Han holds an M.B.A. in arts administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is a recovering flutist and former scientist, evidenced by her degrees in music (University of Windsor) and physics (Caltech). 

Vincent E. Kitch, Cultural Arts Program Manager

City of Austin, Texas
Vincent E. Kitch has been active in arts administration and cultural policy work at local, state, national and international levels for nearly 20 years. His background includes grant program design, implementation and administration arts education, cultural policy development, economic development, producing/presenting, board development, cultural planning, music and film industry development and public art, among other areas. 
In his current position, Kitch is responsible for providing overall leadership, direction, and management for the city’s cultural arts programs and for the development of arts, cultural and creative industries as economic and community development strategies of the city. His management portfolio includes cultural policy, public art, grant making, cultural tourism, arts marketing, cultural planning and presenting as well as music, film and creative industry development.

Immediately prior to his position in Austin, Kitch spent five years as the education and capital programs coordinator with the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs. In that capacity, he administrated the Council’s statewide programs, including three arts education programs, as well as the capital improvements program, supporting renovation and construction of cultural facilities. While in Michigan, he was responsible for creating the Big Culture Lesson Program and served as the vice chair of NASAA’s Arts Education Advisory Committee. Prior to his state arts council work in Michigan, Kitch spent three years as the founding director of the Ysleta High School Performing Arts Magnet Program in El Paso, Texas. He also served five years as the arts program coordinator for the City of El Paso Arts Resources Department, administering the city’s direct funding programs and coordinating the presentation of more than 80 annual performing and visual arts events. He also was responsible for the creation, funding and implementation of the city’s first arts education program.

Kitch remains active as a lifelong advocate for arts and culture locally and nationally. He currently serves as a volunteer mentor for the Arts in Crisis program of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and is on the Nonprofit Advisory Council for “I Live Here I Give Here,” Austin’s campaign for philanthropy. He is an executive committee member of the Americans for the Arts (AFTA) U.S. Urban Arts Federation and is a former member of AFTA’s Emerging Leader Council. He is a board member of Texans for the Arts and was a founding steering committee member of StrataTX, a giving group of the Texas Cultural Trust. Professionally trained in music, Kitch holds a master of music degree, a B.S. in music business and a B.A. in trombone performance.
Ken May, Executive Director
South Carolina Arts Commission

At the South Carolina Arts Commission, Ken May has served in several positions since 1985. He has been a panelist and site visitor for the National Endowment for the Arts; has been a panelist, presenter, consultant and facilitator for national, state and local arts organizations; and is a regular guest lecturer in the arts administration program at the College of Charleston. Before beginning his career in arts administration, May worked in the for-profit world, holding positions with ARA Services Magazine and Book Division and McGraw-Hill. May has worked as a professional musician, and received undergraduate and master’s degrees in music history and musicology from Florida State University. 
Ayanna Jolivet Mccloud, Resident Artist

Project Row Houses Incubation Studio Program
Ayanna Jolivet Mccloud is an artist and writer. Her creative practice, which manifests itself in different forms, draws attention to the unseen, imagined and forgotten. Born in Houston, Texas, she received a B.A. in visual and critical studies from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She has participated in exhibitions and residencies throughout the United States, the Caribbean and Latin America, and has curated exhibitions in Houston, Chicago and Miami. Recent exhibitions have been presented at Brooklyn Arts Council and Chashama Project Studio in New York; Diaspora Vibe Gallery and Art Center/South Florida in Miami; Polvo Arts Studio and Gallery 214 at Northern Illinois University in Chicago; Commerce Street Warehouse in Houston; and Centro Cultural Recoleta in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Mccloud has participated in artists residencies in Morelia, Michoacán, México, as part of Identidades; Art in Public Spaces International Encounter organized by 5célula; and in Haiti, the Bahamas and St. Maarten. She has curated exhibitions at Bodybuilder and Sportsman, Chicago; Community Artists Collective, Houston; and Diaspora Vibe Gallery, Miami. Mccloud is the founder and director of labotanica (http://labotanica.org), a Houston-based project that functions as a laboratory and resource for developing open-ended, reciprocal formats and dialogues that are often relegated to the margins.
Ann Marie Miller, Executive Director

ArtPride New Jersey Foundation

Prior to joining ArtPride in 1995, Ann Marie Miller served as director of development at McCarter Theatre, a Tony-award winning regional theatre and performing arts center. While there, she established McCarter’s audio description program, which makes theater accessible and enjoyable for blind and visually impaired persons. Miller, who has more than 30 years of experience as an arts manager, spent eight years at the New Jersey State Council on the Arts as grants coordinator and interned at the National Endowment for the Arts in the State Programs Office in 1983.
Miller is a member of the State Arts Action Network of Americans for the Arts, the national arts advocacy organization. She is a trustee of the Center for Nonprofit Corporations in New Jersey, and from 1998-2000 served on the board of the New Jersey Travel Industry Association as part of the Governor’s Conference on Tourism Planning Committee. She received the Special Achievement Award from the South Jersey Cultural Alliance in 2004, the Keystone Award from the Hunterdon Museum of Art in 2005, and the John Cotton Dana Award from the New Jersey Association of Museums in 2009, for contributions to the field. She is a graduate of Moore College of Art & Design in Philadelphia with a B.S. in art education.

Nick Rabkin, Senior Research Scientist, Cultural Policy Center
National Opinion Research Center at the University of Chicago

At the National Opinion Research Center, Rabkin is affiliated with the Cultural Policy Center and leads the first national research project on teaching artists, studying artists who teach in a dozen communities across the nation. Later this fall, the National Endowment for the Arts will release his monograph on arts education and arts participation, an analysis of data from the NEA’s Survey of Public Participation in the Arts. Rabkin is coauthor of Putting the Arts in the Picture: Reframing Education in the 21st Century (2005). He directed the Center for Arts Policy at Columbia College Chicago until 2007, was a senior program officer for arts and culture at the MacArthur Foundation for 10 years, served as deputy commissioner of cultural affairs for the city of Chicago, and was executive director of a nonprofit Chicago theater company.

Patricia Moore Shaffer, Program Evaluation Officer

National Endowment for the Arts

Patricia Moore Shaffer joined the National Endowment for the Arts in 2010. She holds responsibility for developing and implementing program evaluation plans for the Arts Endowment’s programs, projects, and initiatives. She assists with the NEA’s strategic plan development, with particular emphasis on defining and tracking outcomes and performance measurements. Prior to joining the NEA, Shaffer held senior positions in art museums in the United States and Canada. Most recently, she served as vice president for research at the Educational Policy Institute. She is a doctoral candidate in educational policy, planning and leadership at the College of William and Mary.

Linda Shearer, Executive Director

Project Row Houses

Appointed the executive director of Houston’s Project Row Houses in September 2009, Linda Shearer has been working in museums in the United States for nearly 40 years, and her focus has been on contemporary art. She arrived in Houston three years ago to serve as interim director at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston. Prior to coming to Houston, she served as director of the Contemporary Arts Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, and from 1989 to 2004, at the Williams College Museum of Art, Williamstown, Massachusetts. After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, New York, Shearer worked at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum for 11 years before becoming director in 1980 at one of the earliest alternative spaces in the country, Artists Space, also in New York. She served as curator in the Painting and Sculpture Department at the Museum of Modern Art in New York from 1985 to 1989 and was responsible for the Projects series there. 

A native of Long Island, New York, Shearer attended graduate school at New York University’s Institute of Fine Arts. She has taught contemporary art history at the School of Visual Arts in New York and at Williams College. She has participated in many panel discussions, juries, government consultancies and lecture series. She is currently on the board of directors of the American Federation of Arts, as well as the advisory committees for the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary Art and the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. She serves on the Exhibition Committee of Independent Curators International.

Charles Russell “Rusty” Sox, Jr., Senior Manager

South Carolina Arts Commission

Rusty Sox serves on the South Carolina Arts Commission’s (SCAC) executive management team in the areas of research, special projects, communications and planning. He serves as county arts coordinator for Abbeville, Aiken, Anderson, Greenwood and McCormick counties and as staff liaison to the South Carolina Arts Foundation, a nonprofit fundraising partner of the Arts Commission. He joined SCAC in December 2000.

Prior to joining the SCAC staff, Sox was public relations director for the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. His professional history also includes stints as a television news producer, copy writer, broadcast automation consultant and shoe salesman.

A native of Columbia, South Carolina, Sox has been active in the performing arts community in his home city. He has performed in most of the midlands’ many live theatres and concert venues as an actor and singer, and is in demand among midlands churches as a professional chorister and soloist. He has served on the boards of directors of the Palmetto Mastersingers and Workshop Theatre of South Carolina. Sox currently performs with the Sandlapper Singers, a professional chamber chorus based in Columbia.
Laura Wiegand, Director for Programs and Technology

Texas Commission on the Arts

Laura Wiegand joined the Texas Commission on the Arts (TCA) in 1995. As program director, she is responsible for the overall operations of the grant program division of TCA. In addition, she administers the visual arts grant programs for TCA and serves as the agency liaison to museums and visual arts organizations across the state. As technology director, Wiegand serves as the chief technology officer, information resources manager and chief information security officer for the agency. She oversees all aspects of the agency’s technology infrastructure, including the agency website. She is responsible for the development and creation of TCA’s on-line grants system. 
In the museum field, Wiegand has organized and coordinated projects statewide, and has experience in educational programming, exhibition mounting, volunteer coordination, community outreach, special event coordination, public relations, development and fundraising. She received her bachelor of arts from the University of Texas at Austin with a major in art history. 
Laura Zabel, Executive Director

Springboard for the Arts

Based in Saint Paul, Minnesota, Springboard for the Arts is an economic development organization for individual artists serving artists in the Upper Midwest. In 2010, Laura Zabel was named one of Twin Cities Business Journal’s 40 Under Forty and Springboard won the Social Entrepreneur’s Cup Award, which recognizes Minnesota’s most innovative and effective social entrepreneur and the organization they lead. Zabel has been a featured presenter at the National Association of Artists Organizations conference and the National Performing Arts Convention. She serves on the City of Saint Paul Cultural STAR Board and the Knight Foundation National Arts Advisory Board. In addition to her work at Springboard, she is an actor in the Twin Cities and has worked with companies such as Theatre in the Round and the Brave New Workshop. She received her undergraduate in theatre from the University of Kansas, where she serves on the professional advisory board for the Department of Theatre.
